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RECYCLING anp THE
ANCIENT ECONOMY

FRIDAY 22"¢ — SATURDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2017

THE OLD LIBRARY, ALL SOULS COLLEGE, OXFORD

The recycling of materials and objects was extensive in the past, but is rarely embedded into models
of the economy; even more rarely is any attempt made to assess the scale of recycling, perhaps
because it frequently operatedin de-regulated, liminal spaces. Yet recent developments, particularly

‘big data’ approaches, and high-resolution analytical chemistry, are increasingly offering the meansto
reconstruct, and even to quantify, recycling.

This conference, whichfocuses principallyon the Roman Imperial and Late Antique world, will develop
and integrate methodological approaches, and begin to adapt our models of the ancient economy to

accommodate the significant role of recycling. Crucially, it will investigate recycling during times of
economic prosperity as well as ‘crisis’.

By fostering discussion between participants with a range of specialisms, this conference and the
ensuing landmark publication will enrich our understanding of the ancient economy, and provide a
useful contrast with the global systems in operation today. Mostimportantly, they willset the agenda
forintegrated, quantitative studies of past recycling practice.

Free registration.

Please register by contacting Dr Chloé Duckworth: Chloe.Duckworth@ncl.ac.uk

Registrationisfree, but we ask attendeestoregisterinadvance, so that we can plan numbersfortea
and coffee, and because space in the venue is limited.
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